

Annual Infection Prevention
& Control Statement
Statement
This statement provides an overview of:
1. Any infection transmission incidents and any actions taken (reported in accordance with the Significant Event Procedure)
1. Details of infection prevention and control audits undertaken, and actions taken or planned
1. Details of risk assessments undertaken for the prevention and control of infection
1. Details of staff training
1. Review and update of policies, procedures and guidelines
1. Antimicrobial prescribing and stewardship
1. Quality improvement plan and future actions
Infection Prevention & Control Leads
The IPC Lead for Barlow Medical Centre is Sister Nicola Morgan, supported by Carol Harrison (Deputy IPC Lead). The Practice Manager is Jacqueline Stewart-Martin.

The IPC Lead team have the following duties and responsibilities within the practice:
1. Keeping up to date with changes in infection prevention and control guidance and legislation
1. Ensuring appropriate use of personal protective equipment (PPE) by all staff
1. Conducting weekly environmental cleanliness walk-rounds
1. Performing IPC-related audits — including hand hygiene, PPE, and IPC audits
1. Reporting and reviewing any significant events or IPC-related incidents
1. Coordinating and delivering IPC training for all staff (induction and annual refresher)
1. Maintaining the IPC risk register and ensuring action points are addressed
1. Liaising with the Greater Manchester ICB IPC Specialist Team and the Health Protection Team as required
1. Producing the Annual IPC Statement and ensuring publication on the practice website

	a.  Infection Transmission Incidents (Significant Events)



Significant events (which may involve examples of near misses, good practice as well as challenging events) are investigated in detail to see what can be learned and what changes might lead to future improvements. All significant events are reviewed and discussed at monthly practice meetings and learning is cascaded to all relevant staff.

	b.  Infection Prevention Audits and Actions



The practice conducts a rolling programme of IPC audits in line with the IPC Handbook v1.8, NHS Cleaning Standards 2025, and the Health and Social Care Act 2008 Code of Practice. The following audits were conducted or established during the reporting period:
Infection control audit of rooms and buildings (annually) last completed: 16/03/26. 
Handwashing audit for all clinical and non-clinical staff (during April 2026). 
[bookmark: _Hlk228458958]Vaccine storage audit (Annually) last updated: 05/06/25
Sharps bin and waste audit (Annually) last completed: 05/06/26
Vaccination stock audits (monthly) last completed: 05/06/26
Fridge temperature audits (monthly) last completed: 05/06/26

	c.  Risk Assessments



Risk assessments are carried out and reviewed annually so that best practice can be established and followed. In the last 12 months, the following risk assessments were carried out or reviewed:

1. General IPC risks
1. COSHH — cleaning products and chemical hazards
1. Sharps containers — assembly, labelling, fill levels and disposal
1. Clinical waste — segregation and collection
1. Staff immunisations — Hepatitis B vaccination offer and uptake; MMR, seasonal flu and COVID-19 vaccinations in line with occupational health requirements
1. Privacy curtains — disposable curtains in clinical rooms reviewed; replacement schedule confirmed
1. Water safety / Legionella — water safety risk assessment maintained and managed on a monthly rolling programme of interventions
1. Bloodborne viruses — inoculation injury and blood/body fluid exposure risk assessment reviewed
1. Patient placement — virtual and home visit pathway for infectious patients reviewed
1. Clinical hand-washing sinks — reviewed and mitigations confirmed where sinks do not yet meet the latest standards

In addition, clinical risk assessments that incorporate IPC considerations include:
1. Home visit and offsite clinic risk assessments
1. New starter and contractor risk assessments (including IPC induction requirements)

	d.  Staff Training



All our staff receive mandatory annual training in IPC via online learning on Practice Index as well as any relevant updates at nurse meetings. All training is logged on personnel files and IPC is part of all new staff inductions. Hand Hygiene training carried out in April 2025 by staff watching being observed by our IPC Lead Practice nurse. Audits carried out annually by our Lead IPC Nurses during Jan to March 2026. 

	e.  IPC Policies and Procedures



All infection prevention and control-related policies are in date and are accessible to all staff. Policies are reviewed and updated annually and amended on an ongoing basis in line with current advice, guidance, and legislation. The following IPC-related policies and procedures were written, updated or reviewed during this reporting period:

1. IPC Handbook v1.8 — adopted March 2026
1. IPC Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) — issued March 2026
1. IPC Forms, Checklists and Resource Pack — issued March 2026

	f.  Antimicrobial Prescribing and Stewardship



The practice is committed to antimicrobial stewardship. All prescribers are advised to prescribe in accordance with Greater Manchester Medicines Management Group (GMMMG) antimicrobial guidelines and local UKHSA guidance. The prescribing lead works with the pharmacy team to monitor antibiotic prescribing rates and identify opportunities for improvement.

	g.  Quality Improvement Plan — 2026/27



The following quality improvement actions have been identified for the coming year and will be monitored by the IPC Lead at practice meetings:

	h.  Responsibility and Review



It is the responsibility of all staff at Barlow Medical Centre to be familiar with this statement and their roles and responsibilities within it.

This annual statement is produced by Sister Nicola Morgan (IPC Lead) in conjunction with Jacqueline Stewart-Martin (Practice Manager) in accordance with Criterion 1 of the Health and Social Care Act 2008 Code of Practice on the Prevention and Control of Infections. It is updated on or before May each year and published on the Barlow Medical Centre website.

If you have any concerns, questions or queries regarding infection prevention and control at Barlow Medical Centre, please contact Sister Nicola Morgan (IPC Lead) in the first instance.

	Name
	Date

	Sister Nicola Morgan – Infection Control Lead 
	April 2026

	Jacqueline Stewart-Martin – Practice Manager 
	April 2026
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